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To Graduate Students in American History and American Studies:

As president of the Organization of American Historians, I want to encourage 
you to join the largest and most important professional organization and 
learned society for American historians.   The OAH offers you an opportunity 
to join a community of historians who work in a wide range of fields and 
institutions, who all share a passion for our common enterprise.  I recall my 
own excitement as a young scholar when I discovered the rich new work 
coming out in the Journal of American History.  Today you can read the 
Journal online, search for recent scholarship, and keep up with the 
profession on the OAH Web site.  

For me, when I first joined the OAH, one of the highlights was attending the 
annual convention, where I met and networked with others who shared my 
interests, and felt a sense of belonging with historians whose work I had 
read and finally had a chance to meet.  The   theme for the 2010 Annual 
Meeting will be “American Culture, American Democracy”, and will take 
place in Washington, D.C., April 7-10 at the Hilton Washington hotel.   Learn 
more online at http://meetings.oah.org/.  

The OAH also offers a number of opportunities to explore the wide range of 
professions available to historians.  Our members include not only university 
and college professors, but also public historians, K-12 teachers, archivists, 
curators, independent scholars, and others who simply love history.  The 
OAH Magazine of History gives teachers at all levels both instructive essays 
and teaching strategies.  In addition, the OAH supports the National 
Coalition for History in advocating historical issues in our political as well as 
academic world.    

Along with all the tangible benefits of being a member of OAH you will be 
joining an international community of historians that will provide you with 
professional networking, scholarly opportunities, job possibilities, and 
perhaps best of all: lifelong friendships.   I encourage you to submit your 
application today at www.oah.org/members/mbrinfo.html,  or call 812-855-
9872 or 812-855-9854 to join by phone.

I hope to see you at our annual meeting in April.

Best wishes,

Elaine Tyler May
President, Organization of American Historians
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